NOBEON WITNESSING

A. Failure to teach and preach repentancedow can we neglect Luke 13:1-5 in which
Christ twice commands repentance and states thladwutirepentance we will all perish?
What are we going to do with Acts 5:31; 8:22; 11:18:30; 20:21; and 26:20? All of
these Scriptures demand that we teach repentaoicenly for the Christian, but for the
unsaved also. And repentance is for this agenbigelegated to the past only. What will
we do with chapters two and three of Revelatiorenetive times in the messages to the
churches, we are told to repent? In some casemgsgsage is to the lost.

In true conversion there are two aspects--repeattoward God and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21). This is the mes$ag@ expects us to bring to the lost
person. There must be turning framn as well as turning to God for salvation. Theesl
at Thessalonica turned from idols to serve the anckliving God. Our message must
include the necessity of repentance. When we ldas@®ut, we cannot expect the
unsaved to see the seriousness of sin nor thesigcesturning from their past lifestyle.

Probably over ninety percent of the tracts writigtey omit this important truth. The
great preachers of past centuries preached thesicef repentance. It is only in the
past ninety years or so that we have had a gradurahg from this emphasis. Could it be
that many of the spurious decisions of recent desade due to the neglect of this
necessary ingredient? If the unsaved fail to seaéfed of turning from their sinful past,
why should we expect them to follow through in lispt church membership, and desire
to serve the Lord? A poor, unbiblical beginninglwéldom be followed by true
conversion.

B. Failure to understand the need of discipling othersis a major thrust in a witnessing
ministry. We are all called to be witnesses (Lukel2-48)--none of us is exempt. But
we must also understand what Christ commanded tth®la 28:18-20 where we are told
to "make disciples" of those whom we are seekingitoto Christ.

What does it mean to disciple others? If we are unsure what discipling means, or do not
see its importance, our message will be diluted.

A disciple is one under the control of another--ai has relinquished his personal
rights to live under the direction of another.Hétlost understand that in the act of
receiving Christ as Savior, they must now (as a@oarue of being saved) begin to live
for Him, perhaps far fewer would make empty decisioNe are not talking about
"LORDship salvation," for most Christians do nolyiitcomprehend the Lordship of
Christ. Certainly, it is a concept beyond comprei@mto the unsaved. But there should
be an understanding that "Now | want to beginwe for Christ; | want to learn more so
that | might truly be His disciple.” This should e heart response of a person at the
time of salvation, and this should be an integeat pf our withessing message.

There are three elements in the command of Matttt@pter twenty-eight. First, we are
to disciple all nations. That first Greek word sated "teach” means to win them to



Christ and see them become a disciple by faithi & Savior. Then we must help
them follow through both in baptism and in teachimgm the Biblical truths that will
show them how to live for Christ. Christ said thatisciple will continue in His Word
(John 8:31).

Have we thoroughly studied Luke chapter fourteers2réng salvation message is given
in verses fifteen through twenty-four which is inuhregely followed by an important
discourse on discipleship. A great multitude ofawexl people were following Christ, but
He did not use their interest to garner

in the masses--instead, He laid down HIS strongasels. Why? He wants us, as
workers, to understand the "why" of such demandéshé&k a building to build and a
battle with Satan to be won; and in verses twentyteenty-seven, and thirty-three He
requires committed people to accomplish these t&8ken we endeavor to win people to
Christ, we must help them understand that theyereiving a PERSON into their lives
to live for that PERSON and to be used by Him fag glory.

Probably we would not study this kind of Scriptption with the unsaved person, but
our understanding of what Christ desires wouldcffiee content of our witnessing. Lost
people must understand that being saved meansaagoeow to Christ and to want to
live for Him and to serve Him. If this is not und&od, they may possibly accept what
we have to say merely as a "fire escape” from ldel§n "insurance policy" for eternity,
planning all the while to live as they please iis fife. Far too many make professions of
faith merely as a means to satisfy a later neetth, mo intent to live for Christ now.

Could this be because we have a poor understanélithg Biblical issue of God's glory
and honor in our lives?

One of God's basic purposes for discipling othets reproduce ‘aeproducer.” God
expects us to build their lives in a follow-up nsiny so that they can reproduce in the
lives of others as they win and disciple them. Téiwhat the command of Christ means
and what Paul practiced (Il Timothy 2:2).

C. Failure to understand the basics in reaching théost (Psalm 126: 5, 6; Matthew 13;
Luke 9; John 4:34; | Corinthians 3:1-9). In thesei@ures there are some facets of the
harvest of souls for Christ that we seldom take gunsideration.

Christ often used everyday physical activitiesaday spiritual truths. He compares
winning souls to bringing in a harvest on a farmuiFbasic things are involved in the
harvest-cultivating the soil,sowingthe seed, thevater (or rain) from Heaven--and

then, as God prospetbge harvest So it is in winning the lost. There must be the
cultivating process The soil of the heart must become soft, receptivee Word of

God and tender to the truth. In many cases thisvatihg takes time. When we are
successful in leading a person to Christ, we vgllally find that someone has sown the
seed in times past. Surveys tell us that a persst hear the Word of God regarding
salvation at least three or four times prior tartheceptance of Christ. If they are Roman
Catholic or from a Protestant persuasion which $aaés/ation on good works, we will



no doubt need to win their confidence and thearfdship before we can gain a "hearing
for the gospel." Over the years | have found itam@nt to spend much time with many
of those | have won to Christ. There was labor aded first "cultivate” the heart, to see
a softening attitude, before | could proceed to gwevseed (cf. the four souls in Matthew
13, Mark 4, and Luke 8.) Without cultivating theahie the gospel was usually rejected.

When hearts are tender and under the directioneoHbly Spirit, one can begin sow
the seed--the Word of God-and expect that it will take root and begin to grabout
conviction of the need for Christ. Sowing the sead take place gradually even as we
are seeking to win their confidence in the culivgfprocess. This can be done by
tenderly, lovingly sharing with them how we camedoeive Christ as Savior and what
He means to us. The cultivating process can incjjinag them a tract, praying for the
person, and checking back with them about the cbwifethe tract.

We may participate in this process, but God al@reapen hearts to saving faith. We are
merely the instruments used to guide the persan't@aring and heeding" of his need.
God must have control of our lives in this procéisis. not our work, but His. We need
the compassion and the broken heart of Christ. &svels moved with pity on the crowds
in the villages and as He wept over the city ofisalem and its sin (Matthew 9:36-38;
23:37), so there must be theatering” with tears for the lost that they might come to
Christ. There is a battle being waged, and Sat#rcantinue to blind the minds of those
who are unsaved. No one is saved without being¢bed" from the devil's control (Il
Corinthians 4:3, 4; Ephesians 2: 1-3; Jude 23).

This preparation of the heart takes time. It iaracfy from the five-minute presentation
to an unknown person followed by mind and will npadation, putting words into his
mouth, or getting him to repeat certain words afierand then telling him that he is
saved. In this scene the worker never expectsetdhgeperson again. If we should
attempt to disciple such a "convert,” we would soeadize that no work of God took
place in the life of this lost person.

Finally, we have a harvestthe saved coming to Christ. Even that term pressgpthat
something very definite took place in the life bétperson. A harvest for what purpose?
To live for self, to live the same kind of life before?

Christ spoke of the fourth kind of soil (or heart)ich brings forth thirty, sixty, or one-
hundred fold. These receive the Word of God andrgto demonstrate its results in their
lives. It would be good for us to study often tleatt responses as portrayed in the
parable of the sower and the soils. It would halpauunderstand that our responsibility is
to carefully sow the seed, even when we know tietet will sometimes be premature,
inadequate responses. We are not accountablegfoesponse of the heart of the lost
person, unless our message has been weak, incenmgiearelessly given (cf. Matthew
13, Mark 4; Luke 8)We are not accountable to get professions of faith order to

feel good abouburselves or to feel accepted or obedier@ur obedience is fulfilled by
going, sowing the seed, and allowing God to usi lsing the person to Christ. He does



the work in the heart. If we are thorough and B#ilin our methods and in our message,
we will reap a harvest of "fruit that remains."

D. Failure to understand WHO the soul winner is.The Holy Spirit must convict of

sin, of righteousness, and of judgment to comenJd@h6-8). The way we view
ourselves, the lost, and our witness depends upowi@w of the ministry of the Holy
Spirit. What we think about the Holy Spirit's mimiswill greatly affect our outlook, our
methods, our message, and our motivation. If weosegelves as failures when we don't
get decisions, or if we think winning the lost dege upon our persuasive abilities or
pleasing personalities, then we will be discouragbdn there is a poor response.

The Holy Spirit is the soul winner; we are but tlessel He wants to use. As we labor in
this God-commanded task, our total dependence Ineugpon His power, ability, and
enablement. We are the vessel He desires to uddefavants ouminds, ourhands, our
feet, ourlips to do the work of winning the lost.

It must be the work of the Holy Spirit, for no oc&n be saved unless God draws that
person to Himself (John 6:44; Acts 16:14). No aedved without being a "prepared
person” in whose heart the Holy Spirit is at waylbting about conviction and
understanding of the need for Christ (Acts 8:264M30-48; 13:1-5). In all of these
Scriptures the Holy Spirit is set forth as the LORB THE HARVEST. He is the One
who brings together the lost soul and the vessel izhvilling to give the witness and
bring the message of salvation. Often we hear Rerti@rl3 quoted. While we all
believe the Word of God as stated there, who chupan Christ for salvation? To
believe savingly in Christ necessitates havingegpared heart. In every conversion
recorded in the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit wasvark to bring about conviction of
need in a prepared heart. A vital part of the ntipisf witnessing is to help prepare the
heart of the lost to be willing to hear the gospelssage. The Holy Spirit, as the Lord of
the Harvest, wants to use us for that purposd {diessalonians 1:9, 10).

We must be the "prepared witnesser!" We must coitielvearts cleansed and filled with
the Holy Spirit. We must come with a sincere, Gogeg burden for the lost. We must
come with a sensitivity to the leading of the H8lyirit and to the needs and feelings of
the person to whom we are witnessing. We must rézedhat others may be involved in
the ultimate results. Someone else may have sosveed previously; we may be used
to "water" the seed with compassionate love, pregmat even tears; and then another
person may be able to "bring in the harvest." Wiatstep we are privileged to take in
this wonderful process, we must cooperate withHbly Spirit. We must allow Him to
control our lives. Then He will wonderfully use as a vessel for God's glory.

E. Failure to understand the lostness of the losEor many centuries theologians have
debated and disagreed about the lostness of th& les dichotomy is seen in the
difference between the views of those who emphdkzesovereignty of God and the
views of those who emphasize the free will of nfaar understanding of this issue will
have an effect upon our methods of dealing withake



If we believe that the lost cannot be saved witl@od's intervention, we will depend
completely upon the work of the Holy Spirit in theart and life of the person we are
seeking to win to Christ. We will not feel that thigccess of our endeavor depends upon
our pressure, manipulation, etc., to bend theafithe person toward Christ and
salvation. If we primarily stress the free willmfan (that being our theological bent) then
we will be prone to feel that the salvation of kst hinges upon our ability to do a job
good enough to convict and bring the person td faitChrist. If we are unsuccessful in
bringing the person to a positive decision, we W@l great guilt, and may even give up
trying to reach the unsaved for fear of doing adaquate job.

Are the lost totally depraved? (Ephesians 2:1C38n the lost be saved without God's
intervention? Is salvation dependent upon the Iglyit's conviction and His bringing
faith to believe and accept Christ? | think "easlidvism" is based on a theological tenet
that rejects the terrible extent of the lostnestheflost. As we deal with the person who
is unsaved, we need to consider that 1) unless tBedoly Spirit, quickens the lost, 2)
unless He brings deep conviction and a senseafltstness, and 3) unless we bring to
focus the Word of God upon the subject of his lessn we labor in vain.

* The lost are . . . totally depraved, for they@dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians
2:1).

» The lost walk . . "according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of theair . . . arethe children of disobedience, among whom also we all had our
conversation [ manner of life] in times past in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:2, 3).

* The lost are . . . without hope, without God, anthout Christ, according to the clear
teaching of the Scriptures (Ephesians 2:12).

In Acts 15:14 we are told that God at the first disit the Gentiles, to take out of them a
people for his name. Then in Acts 14:27 Paul, ugbtrning from a missionary trip,
rehearsed all that God had done with them, andhetad opened the door of faith unto
the Gentiles. Who opened the "door of faith"? Gut] fibr even the faith to believe in
Christ or "on" Christ unto salvation is a gift 0b& (Ephesians 2:8, 9). It is a difficult
saying and hard for many to accept, but in Actgl83ve read; And when the Gentiles
heard this they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many aswere
ordained to eternal life believed." It is obvious from many portions of the Word ofdso
that the lost are totally lost, with no abilitythe saved without the intervention of God
Himself. In Acts 18:10 the Lord was encouraging et to be afraid, fofl have much
peoplein thiscity."

Christ taught in John 6:44 thdtlo man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day. All that the Father giveth me
shall come to me; and him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37).



Do we truly believe what the Bible says? Are wdibists? A biblicist is one who
embraces all the Word of God and realizes thatisiancountable for his choices and is
commanded to accept Christ as Savior and to oleegdbpel (Romans 10:16, 17; I
Thessalonians 1:8; Hebrews 5:9). Yet there is theraside of the issue, the sovereignty
of God. Without God's work in the heart and lifalvation would never take place. To
the human mind these two aspects of the truthregeancilable. They seem to us to be
diametrically opposed. But this is because of oability to totally comprehend. Man is
responsible, and yet God must first move on thetloédhe lost person before he can
make a rational choice in accepting Christ as Savio

At the point of God's enlightenment, man is accahl& for his decisions. A biblicist is
one who does not overemphasize the will of mamesbvereign work of God, but
understands the balance between the two.

How lost are the lost?

Here are sevetun's” of man's lost condition.

» They araunder sin (Romans 3:9), under its power, domination, androbnt

» They araunrighteous (Romans 3:10) "“for there is none righteous, no,one."

» Theyunderstand not(Romans 3:11) "for there is none that understdntet

» They araunconcerned(Romans 3:11) “for there is none that seeketh &ftsl."

» They araunable (Romans 3:12) "for they are all gone out of theg\Wa

» They araunprofitable (Romans 3:12) for the lost are like spoiled fthdt is totally
without worth.

» They araungodly (Romans 3:12) "for there is none that doeth gaognot one."

Then the Scriptures go into further detail aboetghriousness of the condition of the
lost. This could all be compared with Isaiah 1:dAtere the lost (of Israel's day, so
today) are likened to a sick body full of soresRimmans 3 God speaks of the effect of
sin upon the tongue, the mouth, the lips, the thetgyes, and the heart which is
"deceitful above all things, and desperately wickeldo can know it?" (Jeremiah 17:9).

QUESTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS:

1. Mankind is commanded to repent and to believav Ho you reconcile this with the
fact that God must do the work in the heart anddthe lost to Himself?

2. Since the work in the heart of the lost mustdtelly of God, how should the soul
winner or witnesser respond in his inner being &hibrking with the lost person?



3. How serious is it for the lost to be manipulated a decision? Is there such a thing as
picking "green fruit" by pressuring people intovgdion who are yet unprepared to accept
Christ?

4. Since it is the work of the Holy Spirit to bripgople to Christ, can we then relax in
His control of our lives, rest in His leadershiglability to use us, and just be a
surrendered "vessel" to give the message?

5. Since the lost are totally lost, without perdatality to do anything to save
themselves, will this fact affect what we sharewtitem and the thoroughness of our
witnessing message?

6. God commands repentance. Will the fact of sucbnamand help us to bring to focus
the right Biblical truths while dealing with thestoperson? Does it make any difference
whether they understand that in accepting Chrest Hive receiving a PERSON into their
life, and accepting His work on the cross for them?

7. Since we are commanded to "disciple” others, ioes this affect the content of our
message in witnessing?



LESSON 2

PREREQUISITES FOR WITNESSING

A. A boldness in Christ.Boldness to witness is a work of the Holy Spi#itis 4:29-33).
"Therighteous are bold asalion" (Proverbs 28:1). We must give the message withhmuc
love and with holy boldness in Christ. We must hthat kind of boldness today if we are
to be free to share the gospel message with the los

Possibly the factor that is lacking most in the$ivof Christians today is the boldness of
the Lord, giving them a fervency and joy in sharihgir faith with the lost. Far too often
our lips are sealed, and we are at a loss in ghatintestimony of salvation. The Holy
Spirit would give us the needed boldness if we Wallow Him to fill and control our
lives (Acts 1:8; Ephesians 5:18).

B. A reality of salvation, an assurance of being sad. If we lack the assurance of our
own salvation, we will lack ability and desire foase the message of saving grace. The
effective witness must have an absolute assurdrus own salvation (John 5:24; | John
5:13). We are to knowhat we are born again, and we are to kiloat we are passed
from death unto life.

The new birth is a spiritual birth that God alo& produce. It is effected by acceptance
of Christ as Savior and is the result of the sé¢leel (Word of God) planted in the heart (I
Peter 1:23; 2:2, 3). The new birth involves and@&cceptance that takes place at a
certain time, at a definite place. While we may lb@table to give the exact date, or the
exact hour, we will know that we are trusting Chalone.

C. A growth in grace, in maturity (John 14:15; 15:16; Il Peter 3:18). The growing
Christian will become a fruitful Christian. He (sine) will desire to bring forth fruit. Our
growth depends upon obedience to His will and Whbiglhas "saved us and called us
with an holy calling” (Il Timothy 1:9). The growingpint of God will desire to memorize
the Word of God, to meditate on His Word, and tplgjd to the life (Psalm 1). We are
to draw our inner life from Him, who is the vineceiving life and daily sustenance in
order to live the life He desires. Just as in ttpecaltural setting a branch must abide in
the vine to be fruitful, so we must abide in Him.

D. A life that shows forth Christ (1l Corinthians 3:2)!'Ye are our epistle written in our
hearts, known and read of all men." It is important that we live a godly life befoteet
unsaved. They will watch our lives, and they mest & difference there. We are the only
Bible that many will ever read. The Christian cano® used of God to bring the lost to
Christ if he does not live a godly, separated M do not have anything to share with if
we are not living for Christ. (Examine John 17; Ro® 12:1, 3; Il Corinthians 6:15-7:1;
Titus 2:11-14.) The person who knows he is sa\vgedrawing in grace, and is



demonstrating salvation as a living epistle is poaition to witness for God. God's
commands are given for us to obey.

E. A willingness to "GO," taking the gospel messagéRomans 1:16, 17). The great
commission, as we often call it, is given over amdr again. We find it in Mark 16, Luke
24, John 21, and Acts 1. It is a command to be ethelyet's examine the commission as
given to us in Matthew 28:18-20.

1. Christ's authority: all power is given unto GirChrist has the authority to command
us to go; we are under His command. We are His asalgiors and have His authority to
proclaim the message of salvation (Il Timothy 1W¥e are to go to the lost with His
power and authority upon our lives. The gospehés"power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth" (Romans 1:16). God's pasvgiven to the saved by the filling
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). We have the "dynaafiibf God to enable us to be effective
witnesses for Him. The question is, are we willing?

2. Christ's command to g&o ye therefore (Matthew 28:19), or more literalhs we are
going" we are to take the gospel message to otBerd.assumes that the Christian will
go because he has God's command, His authority{isngower. We are urged to "come
to Christ" for salvation and then to "go fGhrist” with the message to others. If we are
wise, we will seek to win souls to Christ (Psaln®]? 6; Proverbs 11:30). In these
verses God sets forth the commission, the compagsie conviction, and the
consummation of soul winning. The witnesser, wh@ts¢he conditions of these verses
by going with the compassion, can claim the promgeen there. He will be used of
God! We are to go to our world--oderusalem, outudea, and oamaria, and unto the
uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8). But we hinegin right where we are, where God
has placed us, at home in our Jerusalem, whatéyesrglace that might be.

3. Christ's program: to teach all nations, baptizanddiscipling them, and teaching them
"all things" We first must win or evangelize the lost by takihe gospel to them
(Romans 10:17; Il Timothy 4:5). Then we are to impthem in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Baptisnoigtiose who are saved (Acts 2:41; 8;
10). This ordinance is observed in the local church

But that is not all, for then we are accountabldisziple them and to teach them to
observe all things that Christ has commanded. Timgst be taught to continue in the
apostles' doctrine, etc. (Acts 2:41, 42). The nesalyed must be taught how to study
God's Word, to pray, to witness, to live for Godd&o grow toward maturity. The goal is
to produce a "reproducer” who will win and disciptéers (Il Timothy 2:2). God desires
the new convert to become a multiplier, and whethisrhappens or not depends in large
measure upon our training of those who are savieekeTmust be a "follow-up” ministry
to bring maturity to their lives.

4. Christ's presence is promiséto, | amwith you always, even unto the end of the
world [age]" (Matthew 28:20). The promise is conditioned upanabedience to the
"go." We must go boldly, depending upon the HolyiSto do the work in the life of the




lost person. Christ has promised His presenceuwstas we go forth for His glory
(Hebrews 13:5).

D. A total dependence upon the Holy SpiritSince the Holy Spirit is the "Lord of the
Harvest," and He desires to fill, anoint, and colnbur lives, it is imperative that we be
fully yielded to His control (Acts 1:8; 4:29-33; Bpsians 5:18). The early church
witnessed to the resurrection of Christ by the povfehe Holy Spirit upon their
ministry, and so we must have that power todawifrainistry is to be effective.

The result of the Holy Spirit's power upon the gatiurch was a boldness, ability,
compassion, and power to reach the lost. They duttme then-known world upside
down! Christ spoke much of the purpose, power,@edogative of the Holy Spirit. A
thorough study of John 7:37-39 and John 14-16 woalde us to understand the
necessity of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in atidough our lives.

In reality the book of Acts is not the "Acts of tApostles,"” but the "acts of the Holy
Spirit" through the apostles and the early chufdte Holy Spirit is referred to nearly a
hundred times in the book of Acts, and He is sjpeadlfy named about sixty times. It is
evident that the early church was moved, direded,empowered by the Holy Spirit as
they labored for Christ. They gave the Holy Sghi "right" to direct and control their
lives (Acts 13:1-4). The Holy Spirit is designatesl"the promise” of the Father. He was
sent to anoint and empower for witnessing, andsuoii@ victory and control toward
godliness in our daily lives. (Study Acts 1:2, 48516; 2:4, 14-18, 33, 38; 4:31; 5:3, 9;
6:3; 7:55; 8:16-18; 9:17, 31.) If we are going toused of God with a powerful
witnessing message, it is imperative that the FBgyrit has control of our lives.

QUESTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS:

1. How can we have boldness when most of us acengt fearful, shy, and withdrawn?
Does fear keep us from witnessing?

2. If we fail to speak to the lost about their neé€hrist for fear we will drive them
away from the Lord (or perhaps say the wrong thiragising them never to come to
Christ), can we make them "more lost" than thegaaly are?

3. What are the basics that are needed for matariyr lives so that God can use us to
reach the lost? (Memorization of the Word, meditatia prayer life, etc.) Name and
consider areas of need in your life.

4. What verses will you claim in which God promiséscan and will use you? (cf. John
15:16; 20:21; Hebrews 11:6). Are we sent to fail?
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LESSON 3

WHAT IS A WITNESS?

A witness is someone who simply testifies to thhiclr he has seen or heard. A witness
of a car accident is asked to clearly state irolis words what he experienced or saw.

As you study the book of Acts, it will be apparémt the early church gave witness to
the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ asaghurpose and powerful effect in their
own lives. They told of who He was (and is), of wHa& did, and of the dreadful things
that He endured at the hands of the Jews (Acts2833:12-16; 4:7-13, 29-33).

The book of Acts describes two methods to be engglay witnessing for Christ: 1)
public witnessing, and 2) privatgitnessing. Acts 5:42 states, "And daily in theapde,

and in every house, they ceased not to teach aatipdesus Christ." Paul further stated
in Acts 20:20, "I . . . have taught you publiclydainom house to house.” There must be
the public proclamation of the gospel messagentmst Christians have received Christ
through private confrontation by a loving persorovidnought the message of the gospel
to them. Therefore, it follows that personal, prévevitnessing is the most effective
means of bringing the unsaved to Christ.

The record in the book of Acts shows that the gfremphasis of the message shared by
the early church was upon the resurrection of €hFisese first-century Christians set
forth clearly the message of the remission of 8insugh the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12, 33; 2018338, 39).

Personal evangelism can be conducted anywheréeihdme, on the street, on a public
conveyance, on the job, or anywhere there is anroypty to talk face to face with
someone about the Lord Jesus Christ. Why, themedoot see more unsaved people
being brought to Christ?

A. The apparent neglect of manylt is obvious that many Christians have neglected
giving the message of salvation. It is said thss lghan ten percent of those who profess
to be saved have ever led a person to the Lordselpmbably never try because of the
"fear of man" which is a great snare to many (Proy29:25). Satan has deceived many
a sincere Christian into thinking he (or she) doatspossess the ability to witness. The
Christian feels that he is not equipped with thaper gifts or tools to speak to others
about Christ. Many excuse their neglect by sayimy o not have that particular gift.
But it has nothing to do with gifts. When the WafdGod speaks of gifts, soul winning
or witnessing is never included. It is a commandadlyg to every saved person. In Acts
8:4 we read that those scattered abroad went eterngapreaching (or proclaiming) the
Word. Some may have abilities that others do neéhlut all of us are commanded to
share the message of the gospel to the lost anasind
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B. The apparent poor (unbiblical) methods of manyThere are many methods used by
soul winners today which are contrary to God's.vddme of these actually drive people
away from the desire to be saved.

1. Some are manipulative, coercive, and nothirtg'maind control,” which may work for
the salesman but is always very damaging in theesging process. In this method
(espoused by many) we are urged to totally cott®lconversation, overwhelming the
persons and not allowing them to express themsedgasding their interests or
concerns.

2. Some are very inept methods which only bewiddet confuse the listener. The
witnesser may fumble from one thought to anothéhovit trying to keep the
conversation focused on the central theme--theesgneed for salvation.

3. Some methods may magnify the ability of the sauher and become merely a
display of his knowledge.

4. Then there is the so-called "shotgun" methodtlwvig without aim or purpose, and
without a knowledge of the beliefs, misbeliefs, gt€ the lost person.

5. Yet others use methods that primarily bring alamuargument.

6. And there are those who attack the lost liketér stalking a deer, pouncing on the
person, showering him with a barrage of Scriptuaesl, "bullying" him into a spurious
decision.

7. There is also the "sledgehammer" approach icwtiie witnesser tries to frighten the
lost into salvation, with the Word of God being dises a cudgel. Such a person will take
the lost by the collar (so to speak) and threatentb get saved NOW or he will be in
Hell immediately.

In all of these methods the Holy Spirit haslittle if any control. In most of them the
witnesser is at the center of it all--not the needs of the lost person.

C. The apparent disregard of God's purposelt is imperative:

1. That we witness with God's unconditional loverians 5:5;

| Corinthians 13; Il Corinthians 5:14).

2. That the Scriptures are the directives for tessage and the methods
(Il Timothy 2:15).

3. That there is total dependence upon the wotketHoly Spirit to bring the person to
Christ, with no dependence upon our ability, pesstemess, or control of the
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circumstances by thought manipulation (Philippi&arg 2:13; | Thessalonians 5:24;
Titus 3:5).

We must have a methodnote subsequent chapters), but the bold witnedsesoul
winner will take into account some basic principles

1.We don't need to defend the Bible, just use itt is the power of God unto salvation.
The Holy Spirit will drive the message home to tieart of the lost person, so we don't
need to try to overwhelm him. The Holy Spirit wike the weapon, the Word of God, to
probe and convict the hearts of men to show thein tieed of Christ; but we must use
the weapon carefully. The objective in witnessisigpi introduce the sinner to the Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Word of God must be usétk right way to show him his
lost condition and God's remedy for his dilemmaw&sshare the Word of God, the Holy
Spirit will apply the truths, convict the heartda@nlighten the mind of the lost person.
That is something we cannot do, nor are we catiatbtit.

2.God has given us a planThe Word of God is very clear about the gospelsags to
be shared, the content of our witness. God defiegsve use HIS plan. As a carpenter
needs his tools and needs to know how to use tbemhe one witnessing for Christ
needs both the tools and the knowledge of how éneyo be used.

3. The witness must be clearWe must take into account what salvation mearo,

as shared in previous chapters. The content ofn@ssage and the methods we use will
be weak or strong depending upon our concept of sddgation is in the mind of God. If
we have a weak concept of salvation, then we wllfally share what takes place when
the person accepts Christ and why such a decisimt affect the total person--his or her
goals, lifestyle, priorities, will, etc.

4.We must realize that God's glory and honor in theife of the lost person is at
stake. The purpose for wanting to see the person saveokighat he (or she) would have
a better life, have more joy, more fun, etc. (&lbich is man-centered). Our desire
must be that God may have the honor in that lifeclwlvas previously a life of total
dishonor to God.

5.1n the final analysis the purpose of the content athe witness is to bring the
person to God So much of the thrust in modern books on souhwig is "man-
centered" and not "God-centered."” When sin entdgredvorld, man not only lost his
relationship with God, but God lost man as one wibald worship HIM and live for
HIM. To bring people to Christ is to bring them @ndhe Lordship of Christ for His

glory.
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QUESTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS:

1. How would you define a withess? What does itmteawvitness to the saving faith that
is in Christ?

2. Why are methods so important? What methods yav@bserved others using? Were
they Biblical--if not, why?

3. Do you think that possibly the biggest problenthiat we have so much "tact” that we
never "attack?" (Of course "attack” in the rightse).

4. Write out your personal testimony. Put Scriptar#é, as you write it and be concise. It
should be short enough to be shared in two to tmieates. Be sure to include the

essentials the lost need to hear. Practice givog gersonal testimony of salvation. Get
used to hearing your own voice sharing the gosgalsage. Determine to get rid of fear!

5. Why do we need to comprehend what salvatiorois {God's viewpoint? Does it
really make any difference? If so, why?
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LESSON 4

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE GREAT
COMMISSION?

It is imperative that we understand God's plarhen@&reat Commission as given in the
gospels (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:84-3bhn 20:21).

In Matthew 28:18-20 we have the breakdown of Gmdént and plan. Although this has
been referred to elsewhere in this book, we wantiterate and reemphasize the
necessity of our fulfilling the Great Commissior oo often we are only doing one-
third or two-thirds of what God has planned. If are to be true disciples, and if we are
going to "produce reproducers,” then we must iwddiithree components of His
commission, as outlined in Christ's command here.

A. We are to win them to Christ.In the original language the meaning of the word
"teach"” found in Matthew 28:19 means to make aigliscor literally to bring lost ones

to a saving knowledge of Christ. This is a commingive the gospel message and to
thus win the hearer to Christ. This is the pathefthreefold thrust that would impel us to
witness, to be a soul winner, or to labor to bipegple to Christ, or whatever terms you
might use to describe the process. This meanalligdo "make Christians of all nations,"
and this is done by sharing the gospel messagdychral fully so that the person hearing
it can comprehend and make a rational, heartfelstm.

B. We are to see them baptizedt is obvious from Acts 2:38-42 that as soon agppe0
were saved, they also obeyed the command to bezedpThis truth is also clearly
taught in Acts 8:12, 34-38; 10:34-48. This is pdrthe Great Commission. It is a withess
to the world of the regeneration that has takenepénd a public testimony of what
Christ did to make that regeneration possible.

It is not my intent to go into the doctrine of biapt here, for that is done elsewhere. But
suffice it to say that baptism is a step of obeckewhich one takes after salvation
because he is saved and not in order to be satedydrson who wins an individual to
Christ should also share this part of the Great @msion with the newly-saved person.
To fail to do this is a failure of one-third of ttemmission as given by our Captain and
Commander.

C. We must teach them to observe all thingd:he word "teach” in Matthew 28:20 is a
Greek word that means "formal teaching" with thewbf helping the newly-saved
person to obey and to observe whatsoever Christdrasmanded us. This process
demands a ministry of follow-up of the new convétte early church went door-to-door
not just to give the gospel but also to teach (Act®; 20:20; | Thessalonians 2:7-13).
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The Word of God wonderfully and dramatically setglf a ministry of helps to the new
converts so they will be able to live for Christlasbserve all that is commanded.

The epistles were basically follow-up letters venitto the churches to minister to needs
among the new Christians. Paul was burdened fooihiyp Titus, and others and was
careful to minister to their need of growth and uni&g. One of the most exciting
ministries we can have is to labor with new corsvésthelp them "grow up” in Christ.

QUESTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS:

1. Make a list from | Thessalonians 2:7-13 thaveh®aul's concern for the new convert
and his investment in their lives.

2. In what way does Il Timothy 2:2 fit into thistgact?

3. Why did Christ set forth the Great Commissiomiaen in Matthew 28:18-20? How
do we relate to this in the United States?

4. Are we as accountable to fulfill the Great Cassion as are the missionaries whom
we help send to some other country?

5. WHO are the "sent ones"? (cf. Matthew 16:24,12fike 9:23; John 15:16; Il Timothy
1:9.)

6. How has the lack of fulfilling the Great Comnisshad an impact on the way we do
our soul winning today? Where does the failure lie?

7. Since Christ has promised to make us "fishemsem," what should be our response
to His promise?
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LESSON 5

A PLAN OF APPROACH IN WITNESSING

Can we have an approach that is consistent witiptBoe, Biblical in its content, and
effective in its use? Why do we need to have an@drapproach anyway? Is it evident in
Scripture that Christ had a different approach wlifferent individuals or with the
masses based upon where they were in their owmgliteudeas, religious backgrounds,
etc.? Did Christ use the same methods or haveatihe sonversation with each person or
groups of people?

There are those who tell us to use the same agperyatthe same content with each
person to whom we witness. Is this right? Posditdy would tell us to use the "Romans
Road" and that only. Most of these same people adventourage us to control the
conversation--to move rapidly from point to poimgmorizing every word, and to put
pressure on the lost in order to secure an immeditision. Basically, this is mind
control. (I am not against using Romans, but tlaeeeother Scriptures that are also vital
to a clear understanding of the plan of salvation.)

A. Some basic consideration8efore we deal with suggestions, ideas, etc., absaible
approaches to guide our conversations with the liet&t look at some important
considerations.

1. Every lost person has some misbeliefd/e cannot meet their true need until we find
out what those misbeliefs are. If we overwhelm thnthe method of our approach, we
may possibly get a profession of faith, but will heve lasting fruit if their real need is
not met? What about the person who is trustingaptism? What about the persons who
have basic misbeliefs stemming from their Romarh@lat, Protestant, cultist,
materialistic, humanistic, or secularist backgrahuvhat about honest questions which
must be answered before the person is ready émlistthe gospel message?

What is the progress in our lives that brings uguobehavior? Whether saved or lost,
consider that we have:

» Programming--which produceseliefs (oftenmisbeliefs)-which in turn produce
attitudes--from which we then havemotions-which finally produce oubehavior.

When we work with the lost and understand sometbirtgeir past programming and the
progression as given above, then we can begindw krow to deal with them honestly,
openly, and lovingly to bring them face to facehw@hrist.

* Many lost people have strongholds of sim their lives. These problems must be faced
(John 4). The woman at the well was confronted aheumany marriages, etc.

Unless there is deep conviction about their negdhuoist, the lost may only make a
decision to "get us off their backs" or as a "Bszape” from Hell for use at a later date.
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» We must build need and desireln the process of withessing, we are endeavoring by
the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spiriteike the persons from where they are
to where they need to be. If they do not sense,nkteky do not have desire, we might
get a profession of faith, but will it be shortsaiving faith? Judas had neither a sense of
his need nor a desire to put faith in Christ. Yetlas in the circle of the apostles. Would
we be fooled by his seeming faith?

» There may be false professionany will make professions of faith for reasonsrsh
of heart acceptance of Christ and a yielding oii twél to Him. Many will make such
professions in order to feel better, some to improusiness, some for the sake of the
desire of relatives or to make a friend happy, stiitlothers to get the soul winner "off
their backs.”" Some will make a profession of f&itiping thus to be set free from some
horrible event or circumstance. Often this, toanerely an "out" for some personal end.
When the crisis is over, they are never seen atgthis faith that is short of saving
faith?

* Ability to understand demands variety. Another reason why we cannot use the same
approach with each person is that people varyeir #bility to understand. Those to
whom we witness will have varied backgrounds, amadyrtimes Biblical terms are very
foreign to them. We must be careful that the gospedsage is clearly understood. The
approach and content of our witnessing presentatithive predicated on the ability of
the hearer to understand the message.

| think of the many whom | have dealt with over flears, and | was amazed with the
varied backgrounds, interests, abilities, desets, that | saw in those lives. Itis so
important to be led of the Holy Spirit. And it mportant to realize that no one is truly
saved without the work of God in his life. We mbstled of Him in every step of the
presentation. The unsaved will have to be led fwdrare they are to where God wants
them to be, and that takes time, understandingrarah patience on our part.

B. Some methods to use in the approacklow we begin does make a difference.
Knowing what we are going to say and having sonsgclj@inciples to guide our
conversation from the first will help alleviate fe&ear of the unknown, fear of failure,
fear of what to say, and fear of how to begin m@akay a Christian give up and not
witness at all.

My intent is to share some varied ideas of howegim, things to look for, and
suggestions that will help your approach to be nmateral and allow the listener to be
relaxed with you. Later we will share detailed seipward the soul winning conversation
itself.

1. Use the F - 0 - R - M planYou will need to memorize the suggestions givereher

These four letters can give you the guidance towaoidving how you are going to open
the conversation after introducing yourself, emigiihe home, etc.
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F -- amily: It is important to talk about their family, abotetr children, where they
moved from, where they have lived in the past,rthackgrounds, etc. If you show
genuine interest in people, they will sense youeland concern. If the conversation
takes place in their home, you will want to notetlo@m way to their door if there are toys
in the yard or other telltale signs which give ybues about the family.

O -- ccupation: You will want to do all you can to set them ateeasd make a friend.
Find out where they work, what they do, speciakatpof their work, their interests, etc.
Sometimes you get a clue about their personalityreeeds from a knowledge of their
occupation.

R -- eligion: Showing interest in their religious background talte away some of the
threat they may feel. Talk about where they gotarch. This will be a clue to some
beliefs which may hinder their understanding oflBdd salvation and give you an
understanding of where their faith is placed. Knayiheir religious preference,
background, etc., will give you insight into howdioare the gospel with them. Also from
this knowledge you will be made aware of some gjhmlds" of doctrine which Satan
might be using to control their lives. Never ridetheir beliefs. In fact, try to be positive
in your approach and build a bridge toward thenshgring some aspect of belief they
hold which you also embrace.

M -- essageAt this point, you will want to share the mess#gsd you came to give

them. If the person is unsaved, the message wihdgospel. Sometimes your visitation
call is to someone already saved, so you will warghare the message about the church,
its ministry, pastor (s), etc., and challenge axaite their hearts about attending your
church. Or the message may be to a backsliddearpalc wayward saint. You will want

to stay on track concerning the appropriate meskaghe situation. At times your
message will be a continued study with a new Aandor his growth and development
as a disciple.

2. Different types of calls to be madeThere are different types of calls to be made both
toward the unsaved and toward those who know Christ

» Theget-acquaintedcall is, of course, to become acquainted with the pebsing
visited, perhaps a new neighbor. Your goal is tokvat building a bridge toward them in
friendship so you can get a hearing for the gospel.

* There is thehurch-centered callto explain your church program and its different
ministries.

» TheChrist-centered call (which is particularly what we are dealing withtins book)
is to take the gospel to the person and seek tdimor her to a saving faith in Christ.
The Christ-centered call is the most importantlbf a

» The goal in thdollow-up call is to establish the new converts in the faitrgde them
become grounded in the Word of God and have agtammsistent walk with Christ.
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This is an ongoing ministry over many weeks wité tiew convert or the young
Christian.

Approach steps in the soul winning conversatior\itnessing is simply a conversation
between a Christian and a lost person about thregdlaalvation. How that conversation
begins, what is said, and how it is handled wilkea vital difference in the
effectiveness of the effort.

The best approach is the indirect method. It i$ teegradually build up to the topic of
personal salvation through a series of steps. We tedook at a number of different
approaches that | have used and that others hawd feelpful or have shared from their
experiences. All of these are for the purpose adileg up to the actual soul winning
conversation and sharing of God's Word. You wilhtv® memorize these steps.

There aresix approach stepghat build a thought pattern. These can be usedyrkind

of setting, under any circumstance, and without@eyious mention of spiritual topics.
If he has a simple plan, the most timid personwiiness without fear. This plan
produces no resentment or defensiveness in theechgerson to whom you are
witnessing. It is a gradual working toward theiedewithout offense, and can be cut off
at any time if the hearer becomes resistant, defenar is just not ready to listen. One
can use the aboWeORM to begin with and then gradually use these six@gugh steps

to lead to a discussion of personal salvation.

S TE P 1"Do you ever give much thought to spiritual things?" Be relaxed as you

ask the question. Don't be so serious that you rtrekensaved persons feel threatened.
Keep your voice at a natural pitch. This is a gahguestion to broach the subject of their
need.

The purpose of the question is to center theirkihopon spiritual values without bringing
up the topic of personal salvation. You will wanté¢ad up to that gradually. You will
find it easier to speak of Christ and salvation wkieu have first spoken in more general
terms. Be natural, speaking without tension antdout building tension in their minds.

You might say, "We came to visit tonight becausenaated to get to know you. and |
like to go visiting together, for we love peopl&elbeen a Christian for years, and it is
really wonderful. | never realized before | becaa€hristian the difference it makes in
one's life. Have you ever given much thought teitgjal things (or religious things)?"
Or, "have you or your wife thought much about the futumd spiritual things for your
sake and for the sake of your children?

Rule: Expect an answer. It may be a long or a short Doenot interrupt or add to their
comments by telling of your own experiences. Putryamphasis on them. Say as little as

20



possible, allowing them to share with you, and thetsing to know them better. Be a
good listener, so you can earn the right to bechizier. You will go right on to the next
guestion no matter what they have said. Howevar,witl want to note carefully what
they have said so you can have a better idea afenthey are spiritually. Continue to
quidethe conversation, but don't try to control or npateate it.

S TE P 2 "What would you say is man's greatest spiritual red?" Your purpose is

to continue the soul winning conversation. You widnt to help the person concentrate
on the topic of spiritual matters. He will not figdur indirect approach too personal.
You will need to continue to be both free and rethxYou are seeking to build
confidence that the person can speak without tlmeptessure. You might say, "We
surely give a lot of thought these days to physical material things. What do you think
is man's greatest spiritual need?" Depend on thg Sairit to guide you in matching this
step to the varying needs of those you are dealitig

Rule: Listen carefully to the answers. They are cluahéoperson's beliefs, ideas,
attitudes, etc., and will determine how you shaeegospel message. You need to know
how the person thinks. You will still continue anfuirther questions regardless of how
this question was answered. Be attentive to thegmeaind to his answer, and do not
argue or ridicule in any way. Be sensitive to tkeespn with whom you are speaking.

S TE P 3"God tells us that a man's greatest need is thexperience of salvation.

Was there ever a time in your life when you seriolg thought about your personal
need of salvation?"The purpose in this question is to get the persdhibk about past
experiences of conviction. His answer will ofteripghgou to know his religious
background in a more concrete way, the possitlityis being totally secularized, and
the extent of his spiritual needs. You are notaliyeasking if he is saved, but you are
finding out about any past spiritual event or eigreze he has had. The person will
probably relate some incident, if he has any irsteaé all. Or the person may at this time
determine that you should speak no more of anytsjmgtual, which of course you will
need to heed.

S TE P 4"If your child (or some other person) asked you low to get to Heaven,
what would you say?"The answer given at this point will help you to arstand the
person's ideas about the way of salvation. Thismalke a big difference in how you
deal with him. You will also know by his answettlie person is saved or not. A lost
person will almost always give a legalistic ansveesalvation by works solution like, "I
would say if you do your best, are honest, andatdrat your wife that you have as
good a chance as anyone." Or they might say, "Weibuld say believe in God and do
the best you can.”

You will want to be careful again that you do nidigule or show criticism of their
answer.

S TE P 5"Yes, you are right, everyone ought to do thosehings. But what | really
had in mind was: How do you go about receiving saition?" Regardless of the
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answer, you will want to agree with them--only ly. In the second sentence you are
asking again how one can be sure they are goirigaven.

NOW you move into the next step without actuallyitimg for an answer. They may say
at this point, "Well, I don't know what you do taue salvation; what would you say?"

S TE P 6 "Would it be all right if | took a few verses of Scripture and look with

you at what the Bible says about getting to Heaveny what we must do to have
salvation? Could we do that?"This should be asked in such a way that you exgpect
positive answer. You know that it must be the wairkhe Holy Spirit, and you are
trusting HIM to create desire in that person's herthe same time you reach for your
New Testament as you say, "Would that be all right?

Note: Some people at this point will be defensive amahstheir defensiveness in
different ways. Don't force the issue, but donvegip easily. You must be led of God in
this; no one can explain all the eventualities jlwat could face from the reactions of
various individuals.

It is very important for you to realize that theliA&pirit must be at work in the heart of
the unsaved persolou cannot force salvation! You céorce a false decision if you are
a good salesman and the person with whom you arevgois vulnerable to a "sales
pitch."

The only people who receive Christ with real savienth are those whose hearts are
preparedGod says, "Whosoever shall call upon the nanteeof.ord shall be saved"
(Romans 10:18). Remember, the person who callssaiing faith is the prepared
person. When the Scripture relates salvation egpees, you will note that invariably
there was preparation of the heart prior to thesttae to trust Christ (Acts 8; 10). Very
few people are saved the first time someone speakem about Christ.

And | strongly doubt that anyone is saved withdwt iHoly Spirit's work of conviction
prior to their decision to accept Him

In another chapter we will deal with the soul wimnconversation that should take place
at this point. We will give many suggestions ofifitre portions to use, the
thoroughness that is essential, and the importahasing the Word of God wisely.

Shorter approach:

| have used the following shorter approach as ahefe witnessing conversation. | have
found over the years that it was quite workable yrttled very good results.

1. Have you been thinking about spiritual things{And then no matter what the

answer would be, | would still go on to the nexéstion. However, there needs to be a
smooth, natural flow of conversation.)
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2. What church do you attend now, or what church hae you attended in the past?
(My purpose was to know something about their bemkgd. At this point you must be
very careful not to be judgmental about their chusackground, but they must now
understand that the church is not the source vésah.)

3. If your child (or someone else) came home todayd asked you, "Dad (or Mom),
how can | be sure | can go to Heaven when | die?"wat would you say to them?
(With this question you can find out what they urstiend, where their faith lies, and
whether they have any anticipation of Heaven.)

4. 0Or | have used the questididas anyone ever opened the Word of God and shown
you how to know you are going to Heaven?"

Don't be afraid to ask questions. Don't be afréitheir asking questions, and don't feel

that you should do all the talking or so contr@ #ituation that they are overwhelmed by
your control.

QUESTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS:

1. Why is it important that we understand sometlaibgut the programming, misbeliefs,
and attitudes in people's lives?

2. Since the unsaved have "strongholds" of sinsnaistieliefs as even Christians
sometimes do, why do we need to understand songedimout the unsaved person's
background, etc. In what way will this help us warith them as we share the gospel?

3. What is the chief problem that keeps Christiams witnessing? What can we do
about this problem of fear?

4. Have you worked on memorizing tR®RM FORMULA? Do you see the importance
of having something in mind that will guide youme®rsation so you can visit without
fear and without wondering what to say next?

5. Have you worked on methods of approach to agktting the gospel message to

individuals? Do you see the need of using an agrtzat does not offend but helps the
unsaved to see their need?
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LESSON 6

THE ESSENTIAL CONTENT IN WITNESSING

In this chapter we desire to share a number oédifft outlines to use in witnessing and
also some components of the content of the withgssinversation. These are but
guides, for one must be led of the Holy Spirit atle instance. They are not perfect
outlines or methods because individuals have iddaf needs and "hang-ups" about
which we must be aware and to which we may nespaak. For instance, if | were
dealing with a strong Roman Catholic, based upeir ttoctrines | would use a different
approach and different verses in sharing the dalvanessage than if | were speaking to
an unchurched person.

Some organizations have very elaborate and deta&tdods of working with the
unsaved. For the person who desires such a sttithr, materials are available. Most of
the time, we learn to better present the gospetauesto people by doing It does not
come just from books, or theory, or mastery of rad# but principally we become a
good instrument that God can use byphactice of giving the gospel. The salesman
becomes proficient by effort and by being out ia tewim" of the work. He would never
succeed by staying on the shore, as it were, wgsdual reading but never doing.
SUGGESTIONS FOR TELLING THE GOSPEL STORY

A. Getting the opening to give the gospel message

1. You could use an appropriate gospel tract atantion getter, but be sure you know
its contents well.

2. Ask permission to speak to people about Clpassibly by using the ideas from the
foregoing chapter.

3. You could say, "May | tell you about somethihgtthas meant a lot to me?"

4. Be courteous, straightforward, and very kindnBbe devious or distracted but stick
to the point.

B. Some Do's and Don'ts in giving the gospel messag
1. Don't assume a negative response; instead asspowitive one.

2. Bring the individual face to face with the pers Christ. Avoid unnecessary
doctrinal disputes or peripheral issues.

3. Use your Bible in such a way they can see thedMdbGod for themselves.
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4. Don't try to force a decision or use sales¢adb try to get a decision; you cannot do
the Spirit's work. But be sure to give them an oppuoty to accept Christ if the situation
is conducive.

5. Never argue; keep it simple so that even a daidunderstand.

6. Be sure to give the gospel clearly (Romans 1:Gérinthians 15:3, 4).
C. Explain the implications of the gospel thoroughly.

1. Explain truths about the comparison of the ptgldife with the spiritual life. Be very
familiar with the first two chapters of this boalopn 3:1-7).

2. Help them to see before they accept Christdddain things will take place if they
truly allow the Lord to save them.

3. Help them to understand that they will be a &ebChrist" and that you or someone
else will come to their home to study with them &etp them grow in Christ. (Lay the
groundwork for the follow-up ministry even prior tieeir salvation decision.)

4. They need to understand that being saved meaawing a person (Christ) into the
life with expectecthange.lt is receiving a Person with the desire to beedénom sin
and to lifefor Christ.

5. One cannot be too thorough. The unsaved negdderstand the issues-- that salvation
is to be saved from something (sin) and to begliveofor Someone (Christ) whom
previously we had practically ignored and rejected.

TELLING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE

A. The condition of the lost.

1. The factof sin (Romans 3:9-18, 23).

2. The_conditiorof the lost (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:9-8; Ephestahk

3. The_sourcef sin (Romans 5:12).

4. The_penaltyf sin (Romans 5:12; 6:23).

5. The lost must repefituke 13:3; Acts 17:30; 20:21).
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B. Christ paid the penalty for sin.

1. He paid for albur sin (Acts 4:12; Romans 5:6, 8; Il Corinthi&n21;
| Peter 2:24).

2. He is the onlyvay of salvation (John 1:29; 14:6; Acts 4:12).

3. He paid for sin once for glHebrews 9:26-28; | Peter 1:18).

C. We are accountable to accept His death on theass.

That death was for the atonement of our sins, yof@asins totally. We are responsible
to accept what He did as the payment for persanaHe must become our personal
Savior.

1. As we accept Christ, we must be willing to ttnom sin in repentance

(Luke 13:1-3; Acts 17:30; 20:21; Il Peter 3:9). Wast desire to have a change in our
lives, and there must be a desire to turn fronusio Christ to live for Him.

2. We must accept Him, take Him as personal Lo@awior, receiving what He did on
the cross as the covering and the forgivenessrebpal sin

(John 1:12; 10:9; Romans 10:9, 10; Revelation 3X2@ must be reconciled to a Holy
God who hates sin fully.

As we attempt to share our faith, we must givegibgpel, not our opinions. It must be
given in all its simplicity, without argument anadthe power of the Holy Spirit. What is
the gospel? (I Corinthians 15:3, 4).

We can know the facts, but we must go further gpt@priate Him as our very own. The
lost person must understand the necessity of ThiSbelieve ON" Him means more than
an intellectual assent. It involves turning from and receiving Christ as our own Savior.
It means repentance from sin, a change of mindt,héssire, will, and a change in what
we love and hate. There must be a change of miadtaiurselves, our life, our sin, and
about God. It means we acknowledge we have singaidst a Holy God. All of this is
involved when someone is truly saved.

It is important that we memorize many of the vesegiven abovesven though we
probably would not turn to all of them when witnegsto the lost. But we want to be
familiar with the Scriptures so that we can suppoettruth we are sharing.

THE NEWLY SAVED PERSON RECEIVES:

1. Forgiveness, redemption (Ephesians 1:7).
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2. Sonship--is put into the family of God (John1:113).

3. Eternal life--God's kind of life (John 3:14-1omans 6:23).

4. Assurance of salvation (I John 5:11-13).

5. A new right--prayer (John 15:23, 24); a new fotiee Word of God

(I Peter 2:2); a new relationship (I Corinthian$%:20).

We want to share some suggestions given by othes presenting the gospel.

Dr. Will Houghton , famous teacher, taught that we should use th@fimig truths in
presenting the gospel to the lost:

A. Christ bore their sin (Isaiah 53:6; 1l Corinth&a5:21; | Peter 2:24).

B. Christ is alive, raised from the dead (Romar2gl 425).

C. Christ is pleading for them (Matthew 11:28; Ratien 22:17).

D. Christ wants to save them (Luke 19:10; Acts 2:36

1. Giving assurance of sins forgiven (John 5:237%:

2. Bestowing His very life (John 20:28).

3. Imparting the new birth into His family (Johrl2; 13; 3:3, 18; | Peter 1:23).

Dr. Houghton went on to write the following outliaed encouraged the worker not to
think of these as four steps, but only one stepititdudes, implies, and necessitates all
four things:

A. BELIEVE (John 1:12; 3:16-18, 36).

B. REPENT (Acts 17:30; Romans 2:4).

C. CONFESS (Luke 12:8, 9; Romans 10:9, 10).

D. OBEY (Acts 26:20; | John 2:6).

It is clear that the men of former generations kéadige need of repentance and were
more thorough in their gospel presentation thant miss are today.

Rev. C. M. George teaching personal evangelism gave the following:
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A. ALL are SINNERS (Romans 3:23).

B. The RESULTS of sin (Romans 6:23).

C. God LOVES sinners (Ephesians 2:4, 5a).

D. God has provided a SAVIOUR (John 3:16, 17).

E. We must BELIEVE on Christ to be saved (Acts 1§.3
F. What BELIEVE involves:

1. Repentance (Acts 20:21).

2. Receiving Christ (John 1:12).

3. Confessing Christ (Romans 10:9, 10).

4. Changed life (Il Corinthians 5:17).

A five-point outline use by some (another method)

1. The factof sin (Romans 3:9-12, 23).

2. The_penaltyf sin (Romans 6:23).

3. The penalty must be pajHebrews 9:27).

4. Christpaid the penalty (Romans 5:6, 8; Il Timothy 2:4).
5. Works will notsave (Ephesians 2:8, 9).
QUESTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS:

1. Restudy methods of approach toward sharingdbpel message.

2. You want to be thorough, so restudy some os#dwo®nd chapter again and rethink how
you can explain the message thoroughly and howcgouveave into your presentation
some of the evidences of real salvation. (In tloig gre desirous that they understand
what is involved in accepting Christ--it is a bittiat brings new life--a relationship as a
sheep to a shepherd--a marriage to Christ, etc.
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3. Memorize some outlines that will help you organand present the gospel message in
a manner appropriate to each individual contact.

4. Learn to explain what is involved in repentance.

5. Listen carefully, and learn illustrations thali e presented to use in the process of
dealing with someone about salvation. Be readgltdhdow you would use those various
illustrations to good effect.

6. Take notes on this and the following page orgsstjons of how to explain various
verses as a person is dealt with.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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LESSON 7

BASIC FACTORS IN WITNESSING

In this chapter we want to examine a number ofddfasitors that are involved in the
witnessing process. These will help you to becorskeaap tool rather than a dull one.
They are very important to the success of the warkeisitation, witnessing, and
discipling.

USING OUR PERSONALITY TOOLS THAT GOD HAS GIVEN

We want to learn how to use the natural gifts Gasl iven to each of us to meet the
needs of the people we visit. It may seem that@€'@olishing the personality” rather
than discussing visitation here; but effective aseur God-given gifts is important in
any ministry for our Lord.

A. Using the heart.It is almost a miracle to find a person who idytrmore interested in
others than in himself. It seems almost a mirazhentd someone who approves others
and who accepts others as they are no matter hewlitte or what they say or do. This
does not mean that we should approve of the sothafrs, but we must accept their
person. The lost person must sense a feeling &hat Bhe is totally accepted as a person.
We will have far more success in reaching theifose have a genuine interest in them.
People love to talk about themselves and theirests--to find someone who loves them
and is interested in them is rare indeed.

Do we really want people? We must face the fadtdaften we don't really want people.
Do we go around looking hungrily at people, visaaly them saved and in our church?

Are we too self-centered? We must cultivate a hedrof interest in others--it will work
wonders. In this fast-paced and self-seeking wiarldhich we live today, it seems that
people must struggle for any kind of recognitiamwse must have and demonstrate
genuine interest in others.

B. Using the lips.Here is the most potent of personality tools. Whik are usually
devoted to self interest, lips used for God canwaiticdoring tremendous results. Those
who visit and witness need to learn to seal thes dgainst self-speaking. Our lips
belong to the Lord to bring joy and satisfactiorotbers. People are never so happy as
when they are praised by those about them. Dedidigte can send the soul of a person
toward the road to Heaven.

Few people ever hear the words, "l like you." Theeeds can bring a new friend into
your life. "l understand” can bring comfort to amert. "You have a lovely home" can
bring about joy. Those who discover the poaed_pleasure using their lips for the
Lord will thrill to go on visitation and witnessing
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C. Using the eyesEyes must also be dedicated to the Lord. God adrcplarly use
them for His glory when they are trained to takarlg inventory of someone else
(Philippians 2:1-4). We can scan others, their hgrabildren, etc., looking for
something worthy of praise. It is a monument to selfishness that we can look at
people without really seeing them. There is alwsymething about everyone that is
worthy of interest and comment. We prepare the feathe message we want them to
receive by using our eyes to see praiseworthy pahtontact and interest.

D. Using the earslt may seem unusual to speak of ears used fdrdahee But many

times a ministry of "hearing with a burdened heatvhat is needed. A dedicated
listener can minister for Christ. As the Lord Jesusistered on this earth, He had ears to
hear the cries of the lonely, the burdened, theyydhe sinsick, as well as the physically
ill (Matthew 11:28-30).

We need to show unfeigned and sympathetic conoeriné burdens and cares of others.
Many times it is the listening that brings theffinealing and leads to the opportunity to
present Christ and the Word of God. People catysdeiect whether we are genuinely
interested in them or are only speaking to therh @ime ulterior motive.

USING INTEREST CENTERS AS CONVERSATION BUILDERS

One of the most agonizing features of untrainedatisn is to go into a home and then
struggle for relevant and interesting conversatiamg silences are but endured. People
who are embarrassed because of difficulty in casimgrseldom go out on visitation.

To be effective in reaching and conversing withpglepwe must begin where they are
spiritually. We must show an interest in the legdte things in which they have interest.
Here is where we put to work some of the tools aehjust written about. Warm,
emotional interest in families (when the conversais centered on them) will bring a
pleasant visit. There will be results as we endetwbring Christ to them. The other
persons and their interests are sure-fire subjkatswill help to gain their interest in the
message we came to give them.

The interest center visitation technigaevery important. As we talk about the things
they enjoy and their goals and ambitions, we willifthe conversation becoming more
and more interesting. This is often an untapped afeonversation. Learning to
recognize and use interest centers (especiallettizg are emotionally connected) will
help us gain an entrance into the "heart" of thedwo

A. External centers.Notice the house, walkway, car, trees, unusuallohgs,
landscaping, etc. As you reach the street, younedd to begin noticing the general
appearance of the neighborhood, trees, houseditagyinusual about them. As you pull
up in front of the house, eyes should be busy-ilapkor interest centers about which
you can commend the people on whom you are callihig. might include a boat, a
trailer, an unusual lawn, a well-kept yard, etcs@ltoys in the yard (bikes, trikes, etc.)
will tell you something about the family before ykwock or ring the doorbell.
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B. Internal centers.Inside the house you may see many potential cenfenterest
about which you could begin conversation. Oftenptebdave unusual homes or display
some object of special significance. These migtiuche such things as furniture, rugs,
lamps, portraits, stone fireplace, house plants,@tir interest in these objects must be
sincere.We must studiously avoid the appearance of usieg interest centers only as
points of "sales techniques" for our message.

C. Personal centersShow genuine interest in the person or persoribthieam that you
care for them or that you love them. Manifest artet cares for people. Conversations
are like a fire--they burn nicely as long as yoek¢éhrowing on "interest logs.” To keep

a "red-hot" conversation going, the visitor needly ¢o systematically introduce interest
centers that are full of tender meaning to theqgres®n whom he or she is calling. It does
make a difference.

WARNING: You are not there just to make a social call. Alsvee aware of the
ultimate purpose of your call. And also realizet tive success of your call is totally
dependent upon their acceptance of you and yomwoger Do not force anything. Don't
try to do the work of the Holy Spirit.

APPLYING SOME BASICS IN OUR WITNESSING
» Get the person alone if at all possible.

« Stay on target. The witnesser should never gahefEubject of salvation to answer an
irrelevant question or to demonstrate his gradpiloie knowledge. If questions arise,
you should say, "That's a good question, and weangwer it later. But now remember |
am showing you how you can know you are going taudea," or "I am showing you
what a Christian really is."

* Press for a decision whenever possible. The nbgtat time in dealing with a soul is
the decision time. The Bible emphasized the need ftecision. "And if it seem evil unto
you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whomileserve . . . but as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15).

* Recognize the difference between slight resistandereal resentment. Some resistance
is natural because you are dealing with eternakssand Satan is actively seeking to
defeat the witness. Resistance will melt away adtbly Spirit takes the Word of God

and brings conviction to the heart--if the persotruly ready and responsive to salvation.
Even the Holy Spirit will not bring a person to @ragainst his will.

Resentment will get deeper and deeper if the petses not want to hear what is being
said. If you as the witnesser sense resentmentsiyould stop what you are saying, thank
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the person for the opportunity to speak to him, l@ade a good gospel tract. You will
want to leave the door open for a future time jfwat or someone else will be able to
work with the person. You may be allowed to prayudl before you depart. Don't use
that time to preach or pray for a lengthy time-boief!

When there is no resentment but perhaps someameséstand people are reluctant to
accept Christ, give them additional verses to fglapraying as you do for the conviction
of the Holy Spirit. You may want to turn to totallijfferent portions such as John 3, or
Isaiah 53:3-6, or perhaps use some other outlisalgation basics.

If the person rejects Christ, then leave him wiié knowledge that he did not reject you
or your church but Christ. The witnesser must Il laut firm in presenting this truth.

If the person accepts Christ, then share a nunfbearses with him on the subject of
assurance (John 5:24, 6:37, 47; 10:9, 27-29id telling the person that he is saved
when he makes a professiorfExpect the Holy Spirit to make salvation realtie heart.
He must witness to the person's spirit that hecisild of God (Romans 8:16).

* Help them make a public profession. After the rnyesdved person invites Christ into
his life and has trusted His atonement for his,diesshould be shown the importance of
public profession of faith. In Matthew 10:32, 33 vead, "Whosoever therefore shall
confess me before men, him will I confess also teefoy Father which in Heaven. But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will | @asay before my Father which is in
Heaven." Since Christ was not ashamed to go torthes to die for our sins, then
Christians should not be ashamed to confess GlwiSavior. The invitation at the close
of a church service gives people the opportunityaiofess Christ before men, thereby
obeying His command. The commanddonfess me before men'carries the
connotation of confessing before a collective groftipeople. To do this is to confess
Him openly and unashamedly (Romans 10:9-11).

QUESTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS:

1. Consider the need of using personality giftsmdgze the list of gifts and work on
using them. Try speaking alone before a mirror@oteé how you may appear to others,
considering the impact of your person upon them.

2. Consider the importance of the use of "intecesters." As you visit with friends in
the church, with neighbors, etc., begin to makeaiseich centers and work on
establishing a habit of noticing interest centdrsua you. (Possibly at work you can
make use of this and note the impact on others \gkanine interest is shown in the
things in which they are interested.)

3. Consider the basics as given. Go over thenm aftéil many of these skills become a
natural part of you.
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LESSON 8

GODLY W ISDOM IN WITNESSING

Introduction:

We are considering various important Biblical asp@t Godly wisdom in our visitation,
witnessing, and discipling efforts.

WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT EVANGELISM (OR WITNESSING) I S A
PROCESS LEADING TO AN EVENT.

Andrew is seen working two aspects of evangelisnst Re brings his brother to Christ.
This is the process of evangelism called "stap@teg” a friend to Christ. Second, the
event of conversion took place when Jesus behgldJohn 1:42). It takes the process of
witnessing or stair stepping to lead a personécaetrent of salvation--leading the person
from one step to another upward and onward towaaonversion decision. Often times
this is a gradual process--sharing one time, adaioge to another, and continuing to
share the gospel story until the person comes tsCBome who are effective at
influencing a person actually may not be able &alltheir friend to Christ, but they have
done a very important part of the total proces@sehwho are not able to lead a friend in
praying the sinner's prayer should at least do Wieat are able to do. They should work
at and emphasize "stair stepping" their friendShast.

Witnessing should be natural. Witnessing shoultidggening when two friends have
coffee. The Christian talks about his Savior anétwhmeans to him to be saved. The
credibility of the Christian is reinforced becaumsg unsaved friend knows what used to
defeat him. Witnessing should be as normal asdsbkip. In this process of sharing we
are "stair stepping" the unsaved one step closetéamily of God.

When one goes door-to-door (and we ought to coatihis practice) we need to be much
in prayer that the Holy Spirit would lead us comieg whom we ought to go back to
again and again. Surely, the Holy Spirit can lea@simuch in this as He did Peter and
Philip in Acts 8 and 10. | personally have expecashbeing led in this manner. With this
burden laid upon me, | continued with the familyiradividual until they were saved. The
majority of New Testament evangelism was centereditnessing to friends and
relatives.

Since we already have established a relationship twiour friends, we should

naturally use the bridge to share Jesus ChrisStair stepping the unsaved to Christ is
Biblical. This is not a lesser job than actuallyming the person to Christ. This is a
ministry that is important and a part of the t@adcess. This is not a compromise of the
evangelistic outreach. Inviting your friends tovsees and working with them for a
HEARING of the gospel is Biblical and much needEis method of stair stepping a
person to the Savior is found throughout the Newstdmaent. (Study the following
portions: Mark 5:19; Luke 19:9; Acts 10:24, 33;38:34).
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There are some basics needed as equipment if we Wwibbring others to Christ.
* You must know the Word of God (I Thessalonians &)7

* You must live a life of prayer (Acts 10; Romans1)0

* You must have a heart of compassion (Romans €8rinthians 5:14).

* You need to have an urgency about you in the mgktdn 4:4-34).

* You must listen with a concerned heart. Listengthe cement that holds the bricks of
friendship together.

* You must be considerate (John 15:13; | John 3t1K)).

* You must respect your friends' religious views.

* You must be tactful.

* You must move from attitudes to actions.

* You must be bold without being offensive or bedlignt (Jeremiah 1:6, 8;

Il Timothy 1:7).

WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THERE ARE "SEASONS" OF THE S OUL.

Just as there are seasons to plant and to hasedsigre are seasons in the lives of your
friends when they are "ripe to harvest." The phfasasons of the soul" describes when
your friends or loved ones are responsive to tlepelo This is also described as being

receptive. They are receptive to you and resporsiyeur message.

It is supernatural influences which bring aboutsthtimes of responsiveness and
receptivity.

1. There is conviction of the Holy Spirit where yreee their sin and its results in their
life. He is the one who through the Word of Godhgs conviction. The degree of
receptivity may be directly related to the amounthe Bible teaching they have heard
and understood.

2. Your godly testimony or manner of life beforenh (or some other Christian whom
God has used) can bring conviction to their hearts.

3. God speaks to them through various events aodrostances that He brings into their

lives. These natural factors also make your frieedsptive to Jesus Christ. These are
internal disequilibriums or disruptive events tehake their security. In a crisis or a
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disappointment the person can be unsettled anddu®od or would if someone was
there to guide them. (Such a crisis can included®red, declaring bankruptcy, going to
jail, a long-term illness, death in the family,ary event that shakes their complacency
and shocks their system.)

4. God used the church or various churches overiagof time to effect their lives. We
must beware that their receptivity extends to hbéhmessenger and the message. The
rich young ruler accepted Christ but did not reedilis message (Matthew 19:16-22).
Then it is possible that they might be receptiveheomessage but not responsive to us.
We should not take this personally but be cardfat our lives, methods, etc., do not turn
the unsaved away from the message.

WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT THERE ARE BARRIERS TO THE GO SPEL.

Some may not receive Christ because of barrietfsein lives, the church, or Christianity
in general. Some barriers are real, imagined, ahtand some are satanic. Our prayer
life is very important for the removal of barri€t<Corinthians 1:18; Il Corinthians 4:3, 4;
Galatians 5:11; Ephesians 2:8, 9). In all of thesgions we can recognize barriers do
exist. These we often must address as well.

Barriers are built by both the churched and théehnurched. Some of the barriers are also
in our

minds--our own fear of building meaningful relatstwips toward the unsaved, our
prejudice that some will never be saved anywapuoibelief that God cannot use us, etc.

The unsaved have barriers which might include adéahat they do not understand,
conviction in the presence of other people, ignoceaor not understanding church
language. They come to church and are fearfulttiest will be asked to stand up, sing,
say something, or sign something (I Corinthiangt216). We must recognize that
barriers will be there and then work to overcomenttand remove them.

WE MUST RECOGNIZE THAT OUR TOTAL DEPENDENCY ISON T HE
HOLY SPIRIT.

If we are to have godly wisdom in witnessing orryaism, we must have total
dependency upon the One who is the Lord of thedsarthe Holy Spirit (Acts 13:1-5).
While we have mentioned the work of the Holy Spiriearlier chapters, | want to again
emphasize some aspects of His ministry and ourriigmee upon His power and
leadership in our lives.

THREE BASIC TRUTHS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT'S WORK IN BRI NGING
LOST PEOPLE TO CHRIST.

The Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of all lostpeople.If the Holy Spirit did not work
in the lives of lost people, no one would find salon. His work is absolutely vital to
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bringing a lost person to Christ. The "witness'd@& who go witnessing) never "takes"
the presence of God to anyone. The Holy Spirit dbiss He is already there to prepare
the person for the witnessing experience. We caertupon His ministry in the life of
the lost. His ministry includes: revealing the trof God's power and existence,
revealing the eternal truths of God, and workinghia intellect, emotions, conscience,
and the will of the person to bring God- awarersess God-consciousness. The lost have
perverted this testimony of the presence of Godr{&ts 1:18-23).

» The Holy Spirit convicts. The Scriptures use the word "conviction" to ddsethe
convincing work of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8-1The Holy Spirit's work in this regard
is actually three phases of conviction. He probesniind and the heart to bring an
uneasy but inescapable understanding of one'sdmrition. Without the convicting
work of the Holy Spirit, man would remain spiritlyablind and insensitive to the true
nature of his sinful condition (Romans 2:1-12; 3212 Ephesians 2:1-3). He convinces
the lost of their lostness, of their need of righteness, and the fact of impending
judgment. The lost person is convicted of the attareof his sin.

» The Holy Spirit enables the sinner to recognizeid need of Christ as SaviarThe
Holy Spirit is the One who brings the reality oétperson of Christ to the consciousness
of the lost person.

» The Holy Spirit brings the sinner out of death intolife. It is His ministry to bring
transformation at the moment of acceptance of Cfdahn 3:1-7; Titus 3:5). The sinner
is reborn, freed from the power of sin and deati, \&holly put into the family of God.
He acts with enabling power in the life of the Ipstson.

We must learn to depend upon the work of the HplyitSand to cooperate with Him as
He does the work in the life of the lost. We carnt@the lost person with total trust that
He will carry out conviction in the life (John 1%.227; 16:14, 15).

» The Holy Spirit is at work in the life of the witness to lead and empower his
witnessing to the lost personHe is the One who precedes the witness--working to
convict and convince the lost to accept Christas®. His leadership is vital and
reassuring. It is not our work but His. We merebpperate with His work.

As we obey the command to share the "good news,Htly Spirit is there to minister.
We do not wait for some special feeling before wewitnessing. Regardless of feeling,
one just needs to take the initiative and lookdioropportunity to witness. Often the Holy
Spirit's leadership is only evident AFTER we haaleen the step of faith and begin to
witness. When we obey, we can also expect the Bpint to guide us in what to say to
the lost person. He will guide the presentatioralnee He knows what He has been doing
in the life of the lost person (Luke 12; Acts 819). In all the portions in Acts when
people were giving the gospel message, the HolgtSws at work in the circumstances,
events, and in the conversation. One of the exgjtarts in witnessing is the thrill of
seeing the Holy Spirit at work in lives and to hedgd by Him. He utilizes the training,
knowledge, and personality of the witness. We mallstv Him to use us.
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» As we witness, the Holy Spirit is at work in thdife of the lost convincing of the

truth of the messageAs the witness shares, the Holy Spirit will behtithere validating
the truth. It is as though He is speaking to therthef the lost person saying, "Listen.
What that person is telling you is true. You neztielieve” (I Corinthians 1:6). He
confirms the truth of the testimony which we gitA is at work not through our
eloquence or our wisdom or our persuasion but titradhe Word of God as we share it.
This is great news. The witness is never alone.Hdlg Spirit is the active partner in the
witnessing process. He will be at work throughtladl process of cultivating--sowing
seed, watering with tears of compassion, and theeka

We need to keep in step with the Holy Spirit andvdeng to allow Him to lead us, train
us, and empower us, as we faithfully obey the conthta go. This is called
WITNESSING IN THE SPIRIT. He is given the freedoonatct and to lead. He is given
the right to work in the life. He cannot use aéstlwitness," even as a silent witness in
court would be ineffective. We must allow Him teeuss to share the message of
salvation in Christ.

IN THE SPIRIT means operating through the contrml power of the Spirit of God.
Through this power, the Christian gains authomyvfitnessing, wisdom for witnessing
and leadership, and power in witnessing. He wi us to effectively share the gospel
message (Acts 1:8). The book of Acts authentidiiese truths. They were not perfect
nor gifted people, but as they surrendered to thig Bpirit on the basis of a day-by-day
and even hour-by-hour commitment the Holy Spirgdithem.

So today we must enter into such a commitment of surrender

to Hiswork in and through us.

l, , on this day make a commitment to allow the Holy
Spirit to use me as a witness. | will live in thgectancy of the Spirit of God, expecting
exciting things to happen. | will work at cultivatj, sowing, and harvesting.

I will give myself in the effort of making discigdn the general daily patterns of my life,
making use of the opportunities God gives mBiatne Appointments for His glory.
(Matthew 28:18-20).
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